Chateaux, Rivers & Wine
Cruising the French
Region of Bordeaux

Discover the ports, vineyards, farms and forests of Aquitaine, once
Europe’s richest kingdom. See Bordeaux’s fountains and cellars.
Hunt for truffles in Périgord, and create your own personal blend
of Cognac at the Camus distillery. Savor France’s finest oysters
fresh from the bay at Arcachon. Sip Saint-Emilion, Médoc and
Sauternes in their own terroir on an eight-day cruise through
Bordeaux—a region synonymous with fine wine and finer living.

Itinerary:
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GARONNE — Cadillac DORBOGNE
Bordeaux, France Arcachon
Embark your ship and settle into your stateroom.
Capital of the Aquitaine region, Bordeaux is celebrated SPAIN
for its thoughtfully preserved 18th-century R
architecture. Together, its glorious buildings, many of B”B“ v

them built on the wine trade, comprise the world’s

largest urban UNESCO World Heritage Site. Today, honored as a City of Art and History, Bordeaux is a
“Little Paris” of beautiful boulevards, Gothic and baroque churches, and lovely parks and gardens. The
towering spire of the flamboyant Basilica of St. Michael is visible from all over the city, while the city’s
green spaces are a delight to explore on foot.

Scenic Sailing: Dordogne River and overnight in Libourne

As you sail along the lush, green banks of the Dordogne, you will understand why writer Henry Miller
called this fertile region a “country of enchantment.” Behind the tree-lined shores that you drift past,
vast vineyards stretch into this peaceful and pastoral region, leading to sylvan forests harboring secret
stashes of truffles and thriving farms that grow the season’s bounty of fresh produce. Occasional castles
and grand manses peer out from behind hedgerows along the Dordogne, and the farther upriver you go,
the more intimate and narrow the waters become.

This evening, dock in Libourne, where you will enjoy your overnight stay. Built as a fortified town
intended to help colonize the wilderness areas of southwestern France, Libourne has hugged the
confluence of the Dordogne and Isle Rivers since 1270. Libourne was founded and named by Roger de
Leybourne under the English Crown and King Edward I. Later, the town was caught in the middle of
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Sept. 02

Sept. 03

Sept. 04

struggles between the French and English in the 14th century; England’s loss was France’s gain when it
joined the latter. Today, Libourne enjoys a respected status as a wine-making capital of northern Gironde
and hosts one of the area’s largest fresh food markets.

Libourne and Saint-Emilion

Libourne is a gastronomic haven, an inviting destination full of the authentic flavors of southwestern
France. Situated in the picturesque heart of Bordeaux wine country, its surrounding vineyards have a
long-standing tradition of crafting exceptional wines from Merlot, cabernet sauvignon and cabernet
franc grapes, showcasing the region’s unique terroir. Libourne’s culinary scene shines, with an
abundance of food markets and charming bistros offering fresh produce and regional delicacies, such as
entrecOte a la Bordelaise, perfectly paired with renowned local wines.

Laced with steep cobblestone streets and blessed with stunning views of surrounding vineyards, Saint-
Emilion rests on the rolling hills of the Gironde department. Its vineyards, originally planted by Romans
in the 2nd century, rank among the world’s finest and were even praised by the Latin poet Ausonius. For
its remarkable blend of medieval ruins and Romanesque churches in a medieval atmosphere, the entire
town is a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Its narrow lanes are a pleasure to explore, and its cafés invite
long lingering sips of the delicious wines that are produced here.

Bourg and Blaye

The village of Bourg reclines along the
Gironde, just beyond the confluence of the
Garonne and Dordogne Rivers. Perched on a
rocky slope and encircled by medieval walls, it
has always had a clear view of ships, friend or
foe, heading toward Bordeaux. The citadel in

the Upper Town has long kept watch. Pleasant s -

T
bor to the
ancient King’s Staircase that provided the royals with quick access to the water. With a rich architectural

strolls unfold at every corner, from the picturesque alleyways that tumble down to the har

heritage, it is one of France’s official historic villages.

A producer of fine red wines, the scenic town of Blaye rests on the Gironde River, just north of Bordeaux.
Blaye boasts an extraordinary 17th-century citadel, dramatically set on a rock along the river. The
sprawling fortress was built on the orders of King Louis XIV to protect Bordeaux, upstream on the
Garonne River. Its ancient Gothic chateau contains the tomb of Charibert Il, King of Aquitaine. Legend
has it that the Frankish hero Roland, who served Charlemagne, is also buried here. The citadel, its city
walls and two nearby forts comprise a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

Médoc & Margaux Wine Country

Cussac-Fort-Médoc is a gateway to the Médoc wine country, home to the famed wine growing villages of
Pauillac, Margaux, Saint-Estephe and Saint-Julien. Collectively, they produce some of the world’s most
prestigious wines with four of the five Premier cru classé hailing from the Médoc region; Chateau
Margaux, Chateau Lafite Rothschild, Chateau Latour and Chateau Mouton Rothschild. In addition, there
are 60 Grand cru classé vineyards and many more incredible wineries, each offering insight into their rich
winemaking heritage that has been passed on for generations.

Bordeaux and Scenic Sailing on the Garonne River
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Bordeaux’s good fortune began in the 12th century when Duchess Eleanor of Aquitaine married Count
Henri Plantagenét, who soon became King Henry Il of England. Their wedding in 1152 led to a growing
popularity in wine production. Claret was the primary style of Bordeaux wine at the time and England
imported it in large quantities. France regained control of the region and its vines at the close of the
Hundred Years’ War in 1453. Since then, the city and its surrounding region has produced many styles,
from simple table wine to the most prestigious and coveted bottles.

Though its name may not be familiar, the Garonne River is among the most beloved waterways in the
world of wine lovers. As you sail its languid waters, gaze upon gentle hills laden with vineyards and
riverside outcroppings dotted with honey-colored castles that share long histories of skirmishes. Sleepy
French villages set the tone of life along the Garonne, where a slow pace and gentle patience serve the
wine-growing industry well. Fishing is also prevalent along the river’s banks; you will pass some of the
many carrelets (small fishing huts) hugging the shores.

Cadillac (Sauternes) and Scenic Sailing on the Garonne River

Cadillac was built as a fortified town to protect Bordeaux. Its mighty towers gave watchmen a clear view
of the Garonne, and a clear shot should any foe attempt to pass. This charming town and its 17th-
century castle retain much of their old-
world charm. Cadillac’s locale on the
waterway further gave it a central
commercial role in the trade route to and
from Spain. The name of the town was
adopted by Antoine Laumet de la Mothe,
Sieur de Cadillac, who later founded Detroit

and governed Louisiana; the Cadillac
division of General Motors is named for

him.

Set sail through the heart of the Bordeaux wine region as you journey along the Garonne River. Famous
for its distinct color—the result of sediment-rich freshwater from its origins high in the Pyrenees
Mountains mixing with the salty seawater of the Gironde estuary—this dynamic waterway plays a vital
role in the economy of southwestern France. Part of the meandering Canal des Deux Mers (“Canal of the
Two Seas”), it connects the Mediterranean and Atlantic Oceans, allowing a shorter and safer route
between the two while bolstering inland trade and transportation.

Bordeaux, France
Bid farewell to the Bordeaux region as you journey home today.
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Price: Prices listed are per person based on two people sharing a room.

Category F — Window 150 sq. ft. $2874.00
Category E — Window 150 sq. ft. $2974.00
Category D — French Balcony 135 sq. ft. $3674.00
Category C — French Balcony 135 sq. ft. $3874.00
Category B — Balcony 205 sq. ft. $4174.00
Category A — Balcony 205 sq. ft. $4374.00
Category AA — Veranda Suite 275 sq. ft. $7874.00
Category ES — Explorer Suite 445 sp. Ft. $9874.00

Attention Viking Past Passengers:
Past passenger discounts may be available on this cruise. Please ask for details.

Special Viking air offer: From $899.00
Ask for details on special air offer

DEPOSIT: A deposit of only $25.00 per person is required to confirm your reservation.

COMPREHENSIVE TRAVEL INSURANCE will be available for this cruise and is highly recommended.
Insurance premiums must be paid with deposit.

SPECIAL OFFER!!
Pay a deposit by May 31, 2025
Receive a complimentary Beverage package which

INCLUDED FEATURES & SERVICES:
One complimentary shore excursion in every port of call

Free Wi-Fi (connection speed may vary)
Visits to UNESCO Sites includes beer, wine, alcoholic drinks and soft drinks

Enrichment lectures & Destination Performances while on the ship. Plus receive complimentary

Beer, wine & soft drinks with onboard Iunch & dinner Gratuities.
24-hour specialty coffees, teas & bottled water
Port taxes & fees OR

Ground transfers with Viking Air purchase Receive a $250 per person shipboard credit.

Total value is $313.00 per person.

YOUR STATEROOM INCLUDES:

River-view stateroom

Hotel-style bed with optional twin-bed configuration;

; ] For Reservations Contact:
luxury linens & pillows

40" flat-screen LCD TV with complimentary Movies on Steve Briggs

Demand VIP WORLD TRAVEL

110/220 volt outlets & USB ports
Refrigerator; security safe; hair dryer Sarasota, Florida

Spacious glass-enclosed shower 941-377-0017 X 101

Heated bathroom floor & anti-fog mirror . .
. . o . Email: steve@vipworldtravel.travel
Premium Freyja® toiletries; plush robes & slippers

Stateroom steward & twice-daily housekeeping Website: www.vipworldtravel.travel
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Main deck

[ ] [l Water-level staterooms have smaller windows

Viking Longships

Our award-winning Viking Longships® showcase
innovative engineering, streamlined Scandinavian
design and understated elegance. Thoughtfully
engineered to get you closer to your destination, they
provide unprecedented levels of comfort, including
spacious staterooms with full-size verandas, the
largest suites on Europe’s rivers and the most al
fresco dining.
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